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Abstracts

The Global Military Drone Market is projected to expand significantly, rising from USD

25.65 Billion in 2025 to USD 52.17 Billion by 2031, representing a compound annual

growth rate of 12.56%. Officially designated as Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs),

these systems encompass remotely piloted or fully autonomous aircraft deployed by

defense organizations for tasks ranging from reconnaissance and surveillance to active

combat and intelligence gathering. This market trajectory is largely fueled by escalating

geopolitical instability and a strategic priority to reduce human risk during dangerous

operations, alongside a growing requirement for continuous situational awareness and

long-endurance capabilities in hostile environments.

Data from the Association for Uncrewed Vehicle Systems International indicates that the

U.S. Department of Defense sought approximately 10.95 billion U.S. dollars in 2024 for

uncrewed vehicle development and procurement, signaling strong financial backing.

Despite this investment, the market confronts a major obstacle concerning the
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susceptibility of these platforms to signal jamming and electronic warfare. As

adversaries utilize increasingly sophisticated counter-drone measures, maintaining

secure communications and operational dependability becomes a critical issue that

could restrict the widespread deployment and reliability of these military assets.

Market Driver

Rising geopolitical friction and regional conflicts act as the primary engines for rapid

market growth, fundamentally shifting procurement priorities toward high-volume,

expendable platforms. With asymmetric warfare becoming standard in active combat

zones, military forces are increasingly favoring the swift acquisition of cost-efficient

unmanned systems for strike and surveillance tasks over traditional, high-cost manned

vehicles. This trend is particularly visible in Eastern Europe, where operational needs

have driven a surge in domestic manufacturing; according to an August 2025 article by

AgroReview, Ukrainian enterprises produced a record 1.7 million drones in 2024,

demonstrating how conflict dynamics are accelerating the mass adoption and

commoditization of aerial technology.

This expansion is further supported by increasing global defense expenditures as

nations modernize their forces to deter peer competitors and address capability gaps.

Governments are transitioning from experimental pilot schemes to dedicated funding for

integrating uncrewed systems into core military operations. For instance, Taiwan News

reported in December 2025 that the Taiwanese President proposed a special defense

budget of NT$1.25 trillion focused on procuring drones and asymmetric capabilities.

Similarly, the UK Defence Journal noted in 2025 that the British Ministry of Defence

plans to acquire 8,000 uncrewed systems by 2026, highlighting a widespread strategic

urgency to scale autonomous fleets across allied nations.

Market Challenge

The susceptibility of Unmanned Aerial Vehicles to electronic warfare and signal

jamming acts as a significant barrier to market expansion. As adversaries utilize more

effective countermeasures, the reliability of these platforms in contested areas becomes

unpredictable, risking mission failure and the loss of sensitive equipment. This reality

compels manufacturers to focus on expensive, complex hardening features rather than

scalability, which raises entry barriers and slows the acquisition of affordable,

commercial-off-the-shelf solutions. Consequently, the persistent threat of link disruption

causes military planners to hesitate before deploying these systems in high-risk zones,

effectively restricting the total addressable market.
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The magnitude of development required to address these operational shortcomings is

reflected in current investment trends. According to the Association for Uncrewed

Vehicle Systems International, the U.S. Department of Defense backed roughly 300

Research, Development, Test, and Evaluation programs for uncrewed systems in 2024.

This extensive volume of developmental activity indicates that many platforms are still

maturing in terms of resilience and capability. As a result, the ongoing necessity for

technological evolution to withstand signal disruption generates a cycle of obsolescence

that complicates long-term fleet planning and hinders broader market adoption.

Market Trends

The widespread deployment of loitering munitions and kamikaze drones is transforming

tactical operations by equipping small units with organic, precision-strike capabilities

that were once limited to higher command levels. These systems merge the attributes of

cruise missiles and unmanned aerial vehicles, allowing operators to hover over areas of

interest to identify and engage time-sensitive targets with precision while reducing

collateral damage. Defense forces are increasingly prioritizing these assets to bridge

the gap between surveillance and lethal action; for example, SatNews reported in

January 2025 that AeroVironment received a 55.3 million U.S. dollar delivery order for

Switchblade systems, confirming the rapid operational integration of this class of

munitions.

Simultaneously, the integration of Artificial Intelligence is enhancing autonomy, enabling

drones to function effectively in contested environments where electronic warfare

disrupts standard navigation and communication links. By processing sensor data

directly on board, AI-enabled platforms can perform complex tasks, such as target

recognition and obstacle avoidance, without relying on continuous human input or GPS

signals. This technological advancement facilitates the use of intelligent systems that

adapt to real-time battlefield changes. According to a February 2025 SatNews article,

Skydio was awarded an ?18 million contract to provide autonomous drones to the

Spanish Armed Forces, underscoring the global transition toward AI-defined aerial

capabilities.

Key Market Players

General Atomics Aeronautical Systems

Northrop Grumman Corporation
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Lockheed Martin Corporation

Elbit Systems Ltd

Israel Aerospace Industries Ltd

BAE Systems plc

Boeing

Thales Group

AeroVironment Inc

Textron Inc

Report Scope

In this report, the Global Military Drone Market has been segmented into the following

categories, in addition to the industry trends which have also been detailed below:

Military Drone Market, By Product Type

Fixed Wing

Rotary Wing

Hybrid

Military Drone Market, By Technology

Remotely Operated Drones

Semi-Autonomous Drone

Autonomous Drone
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Military Drone Market, By Altitude

HALE

MALE

LALE

Military Drone Market, By Range

Visual Line of Sight (VLOS)

Extended Visual Line of Sight (EVLOS)

Beyond Line of Sight (BLOS)

Military Drone Market, By Weight

Below 500 kg

500-1000 kg

1000- 2000 kg

Above 2000 kg

Military Drone Market, By Region

North America

United States

Canada

Mexico

Europe

France
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United Kingdom

Italy

Germany

Spain

Asia Pacific

China

India

Japan

Australia

South Korea

South America

Brazil

Argentina

Colombia

Middle East & Africa

South Africa

Saudi Arabia

UAE

Competitive Landscape
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Company Profiles: Detailed analysis of the major companies present in the Global

Military Drone Market.

Available Customizations:

Global Military Drone Market report with the given market data, TechSci Research

offers customizations according to a company's specific needs. The following

customization options are available for the report:

Company Information

Detailed analysis and profiling of additional market players (up to five).
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